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Kaniyam Foundation

Started as E Magazine - Kaniyam.com

Promotes Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) in 
Tamil

Collaborate with Wikimedia, Mozilla, OpenStreetMap, 
UTSC Library



https://www.flickr.com/photos/dimitratzanos/8111935113 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dimitratzanos/8111935113


Vision
An environment where all virtual resources, tools and 
knowledge related to Tamil language and ethnic groups are 
accessible, free and open to all.

Mission
To ensure that use of Tamil language is advanced, parallel 
to social, economic and scientific developments and to 
provide knowledge and resources free and open to all.



Activities

Kaniyam.com  A Portal for Ebooks and Articles in Tamil Language for Free/Open Source Software

FreeTamilebooks.com  - A Portal for Ebooks in all genre in Tamil Language in , sharable, Creative Commons License. 845 
ebooks were published so far.

SangaElakkiyam.org  A Portal for all Old Sangam Literature books in Tamil

Olipedia - Youtube channel for audio books in Tamil

Forums.tamillinuxcommunity.org - Online Discussion forum in Tamil for FOSS

Free Software Development, Tamil Open Source Conference, Workshops

https://kaniyam.com
https://freetamilebooks.com
https://sangaelakkiyam.org
https://www.youtube.com/@olipedia9045/
https://forums.tamillinuxcommunity.org/


Learning Technology in Tamil





Contributing to Free Open Source Software

https://smartcat.io/tech-blog/data-engineering/the-next-generation-of-oss-software-wont-be-apache/ 

https://smartcat.io/tech-blog/data-engineering/the-next-generation-of-oss-software-wont-be-apache/


Kaniyam.com Only E Magazine for Free/Open Source 

Software in Tamil



Kaniyam.com



FreeTamilEbooks.com Only Ebook portal to publish Tamil Ebooks in 

Creative Commons License





SangaElakkiyam.org
Web and Mobile portal for Sangam Corpus



Nationalized books from Tamil 
Mun Publishers Books in 

Unicode
1000+ books released in Unicode in 
collaboration with Tamil Mun 
Publishers and University of 
Toronto Scarborough Campus



https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/61220/utsc35335 

https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/61220/utsc35335


Jeeva.FreeTamilEbooks.com
A Portal for all the ebooks written by 
Comrade Jeeva





Thopa.FreeTamilEbooks.com

A Portal for all the ebooks written by 
Prof. Tho. Paramasivan





Forum

Forums.TamilLinuxCommunity.org

Provides support for FOSS in Tamil



Free Software Development, Conference, Workshops

OCR4wikisource - Connected Google OCR and 
Wikisource projects, which gave new opportunities for all 
india wikisource projects.

Open-Tamil - Python library for Tamil NLP research

All Tamil Nouns, Words dataset

Collection of PlainText dataset

Tamil Open Source Conference 2019, 2022, 
2023

Part of KanchiLUG, ChennaiLUG

Online/Offline workshops on FOSS 
technologies



Digitization of Tamil

Little Magazines



Digitization of Tamil Little Magazines

The objective of this project is to identify, catalogue, digitally preserve, and provide 
open access to the Tamil Little Magazines.

● Target: 500 magazines
● Bilingual metadata
● Schedule: 1 year
● Collection Funding Support: UTSC Library



Little Magazines

Tamil language has been enriched with literary works, all the times.

Apart from the books, magazines are being the mirror of the society all the times. 

There are many magazines run by big publishing houses and there are many 
small magazines run by small organizations, group of people or some individual 
alone.

The small magazines usually live for few years and stop because of various 
reasons like lack of financial support, lack of paying subscribers, lack of a team to 
drive for long time.



why we have to archive them?

- Beautiful fonts

- Language style

- Local history

- Mirror of Society/culture/heritage









Varieties of Magazines

- Bank Workers Union
- Islamic Culture
- Marxism
- Healthcare
- Tamil Heritage
- Thirukkural
- Coins Collections
- Mixed Categories



Identifying and Collecting the books

Few private Magazine collectors

Local Libraries

Old book stores

Outreach on social media

Political organizations 

Political Libraries



Cataloging/Metadata

● Bilingual metadata
● Dublin Core based

● We are in the process of learning and using metadata best practices.



Scanning

● CZUR ET 18 pro
● Xerox Workcenter 7435

● 300 Dpi
● Tiff

● Generate pdf after post processing



Post Processing
CZUR Software



Post Processing
ScanTailor 



Open Access Release

magazines.FreeTamilEbooks.com



Digitization of Small Magazines
The objective of this project is to identify, catalogue, digitally preserve, and provide 
open access to a collection of small magazines in Tamil.

● Target: 500 issues
● Bilingual metadata
● Schedule: 1 year
● Collection Funding Support: UTSC Library



Copyright

The small magazines are ranging from 1970-1980. 

We got few magazines in Creative Commons license from their publishers.

We will try to find the copyright owners and try to get the copyright, if possible, for remaining. 



Team

Anwar            Lenin              Info Farmer      Udhayan         Shrini

Collection Scanning      Metadata    QA           Project Mgmt         





               Questions ?



Join with Us
KaniyamFoundation@gmail.com


